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Virgo prius ac posterius, Gabrielis ab ore, sumens illud Ave, peccatorum miserere.
The Mother of God is virgin in heart, soul, spirit, and body. She is virgin in her body because She has never belonged to any man, not even in thought or desire—neither before the conception of Jesus by the work of the Holy Spirit, nor after the birth. Her body has been entirely and forever consecrated to God. She is virgin in her soul because She has never committed a single sin, not even a venial one. Her soul has always belonged entirely to her God. She is virgin in her spirit because her thoughts have never belonged to creatures. She has preserved the thoughts of God and has continually meditated upon them. She is virgin in her heart because not even the slightest desire for the things of this world has ever touched Her. Instead, we belong to this world and to its things: pleasures, smoke, alcohol, drugs, power, concupiscence, vanity, laziness, domination, sinful holidays, luxury, splendour, refinement, designer brands, front pages of magazines, thirst for money, and every other vice and sin. We sell our soul, body, and spirit to evil for these things. The virginity of the Mother of God is of the purest and highest holiness. She is the Most Holy, the Entirely-Holy, the Immaculate, the Virgin of virgins. This is her glory. The Mother of God believed the announcement of the Angel, who brought Her the joyful news of the Incarnation of the Son of the Most High. Instead, today we deny even the existence of angels. Saint Stephen, before being stoned, thus addressed the Jews of his time: "You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always oppose the holy Spirit; you are just like your ancestors. Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They put to death those who foretold the coming of the righteous one, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become. You received the law as transmitted by angels, but you did not observe it." (Act 7,51-53). Zechariah himself did not believe the word of the Angel Gabriel when he announced the birth of John the Baptist in the temple of Jerusalem: “The angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right of the altar of incense. Zechariah was troubled by what he saw, and fear came upon him. But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zechariah, because your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall name him John. And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of (the) Lord. He will drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will be filled with the holy Spirit even from his mother's womb, and he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. He will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah to turn the hearts of fathers toward children and the disobedient to the understanding of the righteous, to prepare a people fit for the Lord." Then Zechariah said to the angel, "How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years." And the angel said to him in reply, "I am Gabriel, who stand before God. I was sent to speak to you and to announce to you this good news. But now you will be speechless and unable to talk until the day these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled at their proper time." (Lk 1,11-20). 
Let us ask ourselves: why did the Virgin Mary always accept the will of God in her heart? We can answer through an image drawn from ancient photographic cameras. In the past—before the digital age—a film roll was inserted into these cameras, containing a light-sensitive strip. As soon as the shutter opened for a fraction of a second, the film was immediately imprinted by the light and thus by the images captured by the lens. Jesus says: “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” A heart made of light is imprinted by light; a heart of truth is “impressed” by truth. A heart filled with grace and truth receives within itself all the grace and truth that come from God. Whereas a heart of sin is resistant to all light and all truth; such a heart is “impressed” only by falsehood, lies, error, and darkness. The heart of the Virgin Mary, entirely filled with God, receives God even in His smallest manifestations. The God who is within Her always “captures” the God who comes to Her from outside Herself. This is the mystery of the Virgin Mary. What does the heart that invokes Her ask of the Virgin Mary? That She may have mercy on us sinners. The Church always sees the Virgin Mary as the refuge of sinners. She knows that the Mother of God wills the salvation of every soul, and therefore She intercedes before her Son, asking for mercy, compassion, and redemption for all. She is the Mother into whose hands her Son has placed all the treasures of His mercy. To Her we must always turn if we wish to abandon sin and begin a new life. Angels and Saints, intercede for us before our heavenly Mother, the Mother of Redemption, the Refuge of sinners, our Advocate, our Help.
Today we add this: we must not turn to Her as we turn and knock at the heart of the Saints and Blessed of heaven. We must turn to Her as true children—lame children, broken children, children reduced to fragments by sin, children who have lost every dignity of sonship; because unlike the Prodigal Son who left the house of the Father, we have instead driven away our Mother, distanced Her, despised Her, insulted Her, blasphemed Her, deprived Her of her highest dignity. Yet She has never removed us from her Motherly heart. We, who are deserving that the word of the Book of Proverbs be fulfilled in us—“The eye that mocks a father and scorns obedience to a mother will be pecked out by the ravens of the valley and eaten by the young eagles” (Prov 30:17)—if we turn to her, if we ask her to have mercy on us, peccatorum miserere, She will always cover us with her holy mantle, bring us to Christ Jesus, and implore mercy and compassion. She will ask that we be received into His Heart, that we be given His forgiveness, renewed by His love, clothed again with lost dignity, and made once more His disciples. When the Virgin Mary sees our true repentance, She always rejoices with immense joy. Holy Mother, Refuge of sinners, look upon our true repentance, lead us to Jesus, and ask for us the grace of forgiveness. For your intercession we thank You forever.
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